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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 5720 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS) PINT PEPR PO US 

SUB J : SECRETARY'S LAJES STOP ENROUTE JERUSALEM 

REF: (A) STATE 194444; (B) STATE 193706; (C) STATE 193381 

1 . WE PLAN TO INFORM THE PRESIDENCY AND THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS VIA DIPLOMATIC NOTE OF THE SECRETARY'S 
LAJES STOPS ON AUGUST 5 AND 9. WE WILL ASK THE MINISTRY 

TO INFORM THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT S MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC 
FOR THE AZORES OF BOTH STOPS. 

2. IN LIGHT OF THE FIVE-HOUR LAYOVER AUGUST 5, THE 
SECRETARY'S PARTY SHOULD BE AWARE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

-THE GOVERNMENT CRISIS FOLLOWING THE COLLAPSE OF THE 
SOCIALIST/CENTER DEMOCRAT SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT 
REMAINS UNRESOLVED. THE CURRENT CARETAKER GOVERNMENT IS 
PERFORMING ONLY LIMITED HOUSEKEEPING FUNCTIONS. THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER HAS RESIGNED. VISITS BY SENIOR USG OFFICIALS 

AT THIS TIME WILL BE WIDELY REPORTED AND POSSIBLY SUBJECT TO 
MEDIA SPECULATION IN THE CONTEXT OF THE CURRENT CRISIS. 

-PREVIOUS REFUELING STOPS (MOST RECENTLY VICE PRESIDENT 
MONDALE'S) HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT REGIONAL AZOREAN 
AUTHORITIES ATTEMPT TO USE SUCH STOPS AND OTHERWISE 
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PRO FORMA COURTESY CALLS AS CONVENIENT AMMUNITION IN THEIR FEUD 
WITH THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. IN TIME OF CRISIS, ESPECIALLY 
SINCE THE AZOREAN AUTHORITIES ARE SUPPORTERS OF THE OPPOSITION 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY, SUCH OTHERWISE ROUTINE ENCOUNTERS 
COULD BE FURTHER EXPLOITED. 

3. CONSEQUENTLY, I RECOMMEND AGAINST INFORMING REGIONAL 
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AZOREAN AUTHORITIES OF THE AUGUST 5 STOP. ONCE INFORMED. WE 
HAVE VIRTUALLY NO CONTROL OVER WHICH REGIONAL AUTHORITIES 
MIGHT APPEAR AT PLANESIDE. I ALSO RECOMMEND THAT EMBASSY 
LISBON AND AMCONSUL PONTA DELGADA BE AUTHORIZED TO DISCOURAGE 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND REGIONAL AZOREAN AUTHORITIES FROM 
CALLING ON THE SECRETARY, CITING ONGOING PREPARATIONS FOR 
HIS MIDDLE EAST VISIT, THE TECHNICAL NATURE OF THE LAJES 
STOP, AND THE EARLY HOUR BY WASHINGTON TIME. 

BLOOMFIELD 
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